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My fellow colleagues, please join me in hon-

oring the Cleveland Slovak Dramatic Club for
their years of service to the Slovak community
of the Cleveland area.
f
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SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY
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Thursday, April 15, 1999

Ms. DeLAURO. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased
to rise today to honor the fine work and out-
standing public service of Lisette Bernier-
McGowan. Lisette is well deserving of our
commendation after thirty years of service to
the New Haven public school system and
community.

Lisette was raised and educated in Puerto
Rico, and upon her arrival in Connecticut rec-
ognized the need for greater bilingual edu-
cation in our schools. She earned two Masters
Degrees at Southern Connecticut State Uni-
versity, in Modern Foreign Languages and El-
ementary Bilingual Education, and set out to
build a system of increased diversity within the
public school curriculum and community. For
more than two decades she has given her
time and expertise for the good of New Haven
young people.

Her knowledge in bilingual and english as a
second language programs is highly regarded
by other leaders in this field. She has served
on the Commissioner’s Task Force on Bilin-
gual Education, the Superintendent’s Task
Force for Excellence in Education, the Yale
Study Groups on Bilingual Education and Cul-
tural Bias.

Most recently she has served as Director of
two innovative education programs. The Bilin-
gual Science Project is a comprehensive
three-year teacher training program on effec-
tive strategies for the integration of science
and language acquisition. The BRIDGE
Project is a reform effort in three New Haven
elementary schools in New Haven designed to
provide rigorous literacy development. While
leading these efforts, she concurrently served
as Chair of the New Haven Public Schools
Task Force on Bilingual Education. Her com-
mitment to this issue has lead to real progress
in developing and implementing sound bilin-
gual education policy and curriculum.

Several local organizations have honored
her consistent leadership in the community.
Among her achievements, Lisette has been
awarded the Bilingual Director of the Year, the
Connecticut Latinas in Leadership Award,
LULAC Award for Leadership in Education,
and the YMCA Women in Leadership award.
We are not the first to recognize Lisett’s con-
tribution, but I am proud to take this oppor-
tunity to join others in our community to honor
this talented woman.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor for me to rise
today and join with family, friends, and the
City of New Haven to pay tribute to Lisette
Bernier-McGowan for outstanding service to
our community. She has truly left a positive
mark on New Haven that will benefit our
schools and our young people for years to
come. Educator, leader, and friend, Lisette’s
exceptional commitment and dedication have
made her a model to which we can all aspire.

IN HONOR OF MR. JOSEPH
CUNDARI FOR HIS DEDICATION
TO HARRISON AND TO HUDSON
COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 15, 1999
Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today

to recognize the remarkable accomplishments
of Mr. Joseph Cundari for his contributions to
Harrison and Hudson County Community Col-
lege.

Through his vast knowledge of engineering
and his devotion to the community in which he
was raised, Mr. Cundari has dedicated his life
to the betterment of Harrison, NJ. From serv-
ing as Vice President of the West Hudson
Hospital Association, 1958–1962, to serving
as Vice President of the Harrison Board of
Education, 1991–1996, Mr. Cundari consist-
ently gave his time, energy, and resources in
order to improve his surroundings.

Using his degree in civil engineering from
Manhattan College, Mr. Cundari began his
long career of serving his country and his
community by enlisting in the United States
Army. As Master Sergeant and Chief of Engi-
neer Operations Section of the 341st Engineer
Regiment, Mr. Cundari was instrumental in the
construction of the Alaska Military Highway
and in the reconstruction of railroad bridges
devastated by WWII in France, Belgium, and
Germany.

After leaving the military, Mr. Cundari re-
turned to Harrison and was named Town En-
gineer by the New Jersey Engineering Depart-
ment and Department of Construction Inspec-
tion. From March 1946 through the present,
Mr. Cundari prepared plans and specifications
for all public works projects involving the con-
struction of new water mains, sanitary and
storm sewers, and street improvements.

In addition to his work to improve the infra-
structure of Harrison, Mr. Cundari was a lead-
er on the issue of safety. He was proactive in
formulating the police, fire alarm, and traffic
signals for the town of Harrison.

Since 1990, Mr. Cundari has served on the
Hudson County Community College Board of
Trustees. Under his leadership as Chair of the
Facilities Committee, the college initiated
plans for campus development in Journal
Square—an integral area in my district. His
expertise and work for the college have been
so essential to the growth of the college that
he was named the HCCC’s first trustee emer-
itus by the Board of Chosen Freeholders.

Mr. Cundari’s efforts exemplify leadership
and dedication to both the town of Harrison
and Hudson County Community College. For
these tremendous contributions to New Jersey
and his example as a public servant, I am
very happy to honor Mr. Cundari for his
achievements. I salute and congratulate him
on his extraordinary accomplishments.
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Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, and colleagues, I

rise today in support of homeownership and

the mortgage interest tax deduction that
makes it possible for millions of American fam-
ilies participate in the American Dream.

Today, when Americans are paying taxes
and we debate changing the tax code, we
need to be vigilant to protect the part of the
code that helps millions to improve their lives
and secure their future.

Two-thirds of all American families own their
own homes—a rate that would be impossible
without the mortgage interest deduction.

Homeownership is essential to the strength
and vitality of America, providing a foundation
of family security, stability and prosperity. Our
communities are strengthened because of the
pride of ownership and the vested interest
homeowners have in their neighborhoods.

So today, let us vow to protect the mortgage
interest tax deduction, and help to guarantee
a strong future for American families and com-
munities.
f
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Mr. NETHERCUTT. Mr. Speaker, this week,
most Americans will pay their federal income
tax. In total, individuals will spend about 1.7
billion hours to try to comply with the tax code.
Businesses will spend 3.4 billion hours. That is
equivalent to a ‘‘staff’’ of 3 million people
working full-time, year-round, just on taxes.
For Washington State residents, the average
total tax burden will rise from $10,307 in 1997
to $10,634, making Washington the state with
the tenth highest per capita tax burden.

Our colleague in the Senate, Senator JOHN
ASHCROFT, and I believe this is too much, that
working Americans know better how to spend
their money than the Government does. So I
am pleased today, with Senator ASHCROFT to
introduce the Working Americans Wage Res-
toration Act.

The bill will eliminate the double taxation on
the employee’s share of the Social Security
payroll tax. It would not affect the Social Secu-
rity Trust Fund in any way.

Over the last 50 years, the Social Security
employer-employee payroll tax has grown
from 2% to 15%. As a result, almost three-
quarters of all families now pay more in total
Social Security payroll taxes than they pay in
income taxes. These payroll taxes are inher-
ently unfair because workers are taxed twice
on the same income. Americans are taxed first
as a portion of their gross income for federal
income tax purposes and a second time for
their contribution to the Social Security Trust
Fund.

By allowing workers to deduct their share of
Social Security contributions from their federal
taxes, the Working Americans Wage Restora-
tion Act will eliminate this double taxation and
allow the workers who generated the eco-
nomic growth to keep more of the money they
earn.

Currently, businesses and employers are
permitted to deduct their share of the payroll
tax as a business expense, but workers are
not. Individuals should have this same oppor-
tunity. My legislation would provide the same
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